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CURRICULUM VITAE 
 

MARIA ESTELA ZARATE 
3442 4th Avenue 

Los Angeles, California  90018 
Phone: (310) 210-4011 

Email: mezarate@hotmail.com 
 
 
EDUCATION 

Ph.D., Education May 2005 
Graduate School of Education and Information Studies 
University of California, Los Angeles, California 
Dissertation:  When Grades Don’t Matter:  Schooling and Family Experiences of 

College-Bound and Non-College-Bound Latinas 
Dissertation Committee Co-Chairs: Prof. Daniel Solorzano and Prof. Ronald Gallimore 
 
B. A., Mathematical Economic Analysis, Policy Studies             1996 
Rice University, Houston, TX 
Honors Distinction in Senior Thesis, ÒThe De-privatization of the Latin American Utility 
IndustryÓ  
         
Study abroad at Facultad de Econom’a y Finanzas        1994 
Universidad de Chile, Santiago, Chile 

 
AWARDS and HONORS 

GSEIS Travel Grant 
UCLA Dissertation-Year Fellowship 
UC Language Minority Research Institute Dissertation Research Grant  

 UCLA Chicano Studies Research Center - Graduate Associate 
UCLA Center for the Study of Women Ð Graduate Student Travel Grant 
UCLA Research Mentorship Award 
Cota-Robles Fellow 
Honors Distinction in Written Qualifying Exams 
AAHE Hispanic Caucus Conference Fellowship 
Elected Board Member, Graduate Student Association in Education 
Honors Distinction in Undergraduate Independent Research Study 

 
RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 

 
Assistant Professor                                July 2007 – present 
Department of Education 
University of California, Irvine, Irvine CA 
Assistant professor in the area of Education Policy and Social Cultural Contexts.  Teach 
graduate and undergraduate level courses in social, cultural, and multicultural 
foundations of education.  Carry out individual research agenda and collaborate with 
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inter-campus research teams. Advise graduate students and chair of several dissertation 
committees. 

 
Director of Educational Policy Research                        April 2005 – June 2007 
Tom‡s Rivera Policy Institute, Los Angeles, CA 
University of Southern California, School of Public Policy, Planning, and Development 
Directed the agenda of TRPIÕs educational policy research and manage educational 
policy research projects.  Lead studies addressing educational policy affecting primarily 
Latinos and Latinas.  Worked with both large-scale, quantitative databases and small-
scale, qualitative studies.  Engaged in and direct data analysis and collection of primary 
and secondary data.  Designed sampling approaches for large-scale survey research.  
Primary author of educational policy briefs issued by the institute, proprietary reports, 
and academic publications.  Responsibilities included grants development, proposal-
writing, and maintenance of close communication with key foundation officers.  
Successfully participated in acquiring nearly $775,000 in education research and 
programmatic support for the Institute.  Represented TRPI at local and national 
conferences, educational advisory boards, legislative briefings, community events and 
media communication.    Recruited and now supervise 5 graduate research assistants 
working on multiple projects.  Manage various project budgets and update funding 
sources on progress of projects.   

 
Institutional Assessment Research Assistant         September 2004 – January 2005 

 Occidental College, Los Angeles, CA 
 Prepared manuscript for publication of a recent alumni survey for publication.  Alumni 

were surveyed to assess Occidental CollegeÕs diversification and multicultural efforts 
beginning in 1990 and its effects on post-college experiences.  Engage in other 
assessment projects of racial campus climate.  Provide expertise in the fields of campus 
climate, cross-racial interaction, and college diversity research. 

 
Graduate Student Researcher/Project Coordinator            Fall 2001 – June 2005 
UCLA Latino Home School Project 
Project Director:  Dr. Ronald Gallimore 
Participate in fieldwork research of 100 Latino youth, their families, and the schools they 
attend.  Supervise undergraduate interns and transcribers.  Contribute to and coordinate 
interview protocol, research design, and overall project objectives.  Coordinate and 
participate in data analysis of topics addressing various educational issues facing Latino 
immigrant communities.  Contribute to writing articles and conference presentations of 
findings.  Oversee hiring process of student research assistants.  Manage updates of 
budget and grant reports. 
 
Census Workshop Participant                  July 2004 
University of Notre Dame, South Bend, Indiana 
Selected to participate in the Third Annual Inter-University Program for Latino Research 
Information Workshop: ÒThe Education Crisis in Latino Communities: Profiling the 
Pipeline and Constructing Educational Opportunity and Achievement Indicators for 
Latino CommunitiesÓ.  Trained to use large-scale national and state databases to answer 
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and assess national and local demographic trends related to educational opportunities and 
attainment.  All training involved hands-on exercises using SPSS software.  Reviewed 
research methodology and statistical tools applicable to large-scale survey studies.   

 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

Instructor                             2004 – 2005 
Courses: Social Foundations in Education, Social Problems in Modern America 
Interdisciplinary Studies Department/ PACE Program 
California State University Ð Dominguez Hills 

 PACE is an accelerated 2-year program for working adults returning to college for 
Bachelor of Arts.  Students are preparing to enroll in teacher certification graduate 
programs to eventually teach in inner-city schools.  Social Foundations in Education 
course introduces students so social science research and theory relevant to current urban 
education issues.  Social Problems in Modern American course presents a multi-
disciplinary approach to immigration, language, education, poverty, and social mobility 
issues facing modern and post-modern urban centers.  Developed syllabus, weekly 
lesson plans, and reader for class.  Scheduled relevant speakers and prepared and 
delivered weekly lectures.  Responsible for all grading and evaluation. 
 
Teaching Assistant          Spring 2003 – Spring 2004 
Courses:  High School College Advising 
Education Department 
University of California, Los Angeles 
Course is designed to introduce undergraduate students to college access issues and 
prepare them to serve as college advisors for high school students in under-resourced 
schools.  Co-designed curriculum, contributed to the development of course reader, and 
developed weekly lesson plans.  Delivered weekly section lectures, led class discussions, 
and coordinated class activities and speakers.  Graded and evaluated class work, exams, 
and student participation.   
 
Guest Lecturer                               October 2003 
Whittier College, Whittier, CA 
Invited by chair of education department for a campus-wide reception featuring my 
presentation.  Presented research using Chicana Feminist Epistemology to frame the 
college experience for first-generation Latinas.  Presented manuscript titled, ÒLive-In 
Maid Wanted:  Takes initiative, Speaks English, Hard Working: Theorizing Survival in 
the AcademyÓ  
 
Syllabus Co-Author            Spring 2002 
University of California, Los Angeles  
ÒTheories and Pedagogies of RaceÓ.  Syllabus was created as part of independent study 
concentrating on literature and research about race, ethnicity, and pedagogy theories.  
Objective of syllabus is to introduce graduate students to race and ethnicity theories and 
empirical studies about communities of color. 
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Primary School Instructor       Summer 1996 
YMCA Brazil Internship Program, Brasil  
One of five students selected to participate in exchange program in the favelas of Belo 
Horizonte, Brazil.  Taught Math and Reading in Portuguese to youth in public schools.  
Training involved teaching English to Vietnamese immigrant youth in Houston, TX. 

 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Admissions Counselor       1998 - 2000 
Carleton College, Northfield, MN 
Instituted a new National Hispanic Scholar Program at Carleton and coordinated nation-
wide Latino recruitment efforts which resulted in 100% increase in Latino applicants in 
1999.  Organized on-campus and off-campus events to recruit applicants.  Was voting 
member of the Selection Committee.  Presented workshops to non-profit organizations 
about the selective admissions process.  Conducted interviews with prospective students 
and parents.  Attended various professional conferences. 
 

PUBLICATIONS 
Zarate, M.E. (in progress). When grades don’t matter: The significance of teacher-student 

relations in college enrollment outcomes. 
 
Zarate, M.E. and Conchas, G. Q. (in press). Critical methodologies in Latino education research. 

Chapter in Handbook of Research on Latinos and Education. 
 
Zarate, M.E. (2007). Understanding parental involvement: Perspectives, Expectations and 

Recommendations. Policy Report.  Tomas Rivera Policy Institute. 
 
Zarate, M. E. & Fabienke, D.  (2006). Financial Aid as a Perceived Barrier to College. American 

Federation of Teachers' Higher Education Policy Journal. 
 
Zarate, M.E. (2006). Perceptions of financial aid among California Latino youth. Policy Brief.  

Tomas Rivera Policy Institute. 
 
Zarate, M.E & Pachon, H. (2006). Equity In Offering Advance Placement (Ap) Courses In 

California High Schools.  Policy Brief.  Tomas Rivera Policy Institute. 
 
Zarate, M.E & Pachon, H. (2006). Latino Scorecard 2006: Road to Action.  Policy Brief.  Tomas 

Rivera Policy Institute. 
 
Zarate. E., & Gallimore, R. (2005). Gender difference in factors leading to college enrollment: A 

longitudinal analysis of Latina and Latino students. Harvard Educational Review. 75(4). 
 
Zarate, E., Bhimji, F., & Reese, L. (2005). Ethnic identity and academic achievement among 

Latina/o adolescents.  Journal of Latinos and Education, 4(2). 
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Reese, L., Gallimore, R., & Zarate, E. (2003). To be an American:  Ethnic identity, biculturalism, 
and citizenship among second-generation immigrant Latino youth. Kolor: Journal on 
Moving Communities, 3(1), 3-14. 

 
PRESENTATIONS 
Zarate, M.E. (2007, November). Gender factor in determinants to college enrollment. Gender, 

Work, Family Colloquium. Department of Sociology.  University of California Irvine.  
Irvine, CA 

 
Zarate, M.E. (2007, October). The College Knowledge Teacher Training Workshop. Panelist. 

Fourth Annual Tomas Rivera Policy Institute.  Long Beach, CA. 
 
Zarate, M.E. (2007, October). Understanding parental involvement: Perspectives, Expectations 

and Recommendations. Report presented at Fourth Annual Tomas Rivera Policy 
Institute.  Long Beach, CA. 

 
Zarate, M.E. (2007, April).  When Grades Don’t Matter: Comparing Schooling Experiences of 

College and Non-College Latinas and Latinos.  Paper presented in Chicano Studies 
Spring Colloquium Series.  University of California, Berkeley, CA 

 
Zarate, M.E. and Lopez, E. (2007, March). Financial Aid Access among Latinos. Paper presented 

at AAHHE Conference, Costa Mesa, CA 
 
Zarate, M.E. (2006, November). Perspectives of Financial Aid Latino Youth and Parents. Paper 

presented at ASHE Conference, Anaheim, CA 
 
Zarate, M.E. (2006, August). ÒWhen Do Social Relations Trump Grades?  When Do Grades 

Dictate School Outcomes?Ó.  Modesto City Schools Staff Development Day.  Modesto, 
CA 

 
Zarate, M.E. (2006, May). ÒPerceptions of Financial Aid among California Latino YouthÓ.  State 

of Latinos Briefing, Sacramento, CA 
 
Zarate, M.E. (2006, May). ÒGaining or Losing Ground?  Access to AP Courses in CaliforiaÓ.  

State of Latinos Briefing, Sacramento, CA 
 
Zarate, M.E. (2006, April). ÒGaining or Losing Ground?  Access to AP Courses in CaliforiaÓ.  

Press/Community Briefing for USC California Policy Institute, Sacramento, CA 
 
Zarate, M.E. (2006, February). ÒA Longitudinal Perspective of School Agent-Student Relations 

among LatinasÓ.  Presentation at Sociology of Education Conference, Asilomar, CA 
 
Zarate, M.E. (2005, November).  ÒThe Education of Latino SouthernersÓ.  Presentation at 

Southeast Foundation Council Conference, Marco Island, FL 
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Zarate, M.E. (2005, November).  ÒThe Cost of Knowledge: What Latino Parents and Young 
Adults Know About College Financial Aid and Why It MattersÓ. Hechinger Institute 
Seminar, Nashville, TN 

 
Zarate, M.E. (2005, October). When Do Social Relations Trump Grades?  When Do Grades 

Dictate School Outcomes?Ó  Paper Presented at Tomas Rivera Policy Institute Second 
Annual Conference, Los Angeles, CA 

 
Zarate, M.E. (2005, October). ÒThe Unacknowledged Crisis: Latino Men in Higher Education,Ó 

expert panel for KTLAÕs Pacesetters Program. 
 
Zarate, M.E. (2005, August).  ÒPerspectives On Challenges In K-12 Education In Los Angeles: 

How Do We Move Forward?Ó American Jewish Forum. 
 
Zarate, M.E. (2005, May). What do schools have to do with it? The role of Latinas' schooling 

experiences in college enrollment. Paper presented at 18th Annual UC Language 
Minority Research Institute Conference, San Francisco, CA 

 
Zarate, M.E. (2004, November). When grades don’t matter: The significance of teacher-student 

relations in college enrollment outcomes. Paper presented at ASHE Conference, Kansas 
City, KS 

 
Zarate, M. E. (2004, April). Gender difference in factors leading to college enrollment: A 

longitudinal analysis of Latina and Latino students. Paper presented at the AERA 
Conference, San Diego, CA. 

 
Zarate, M. E. (2004, March). College enrollment and academic trajectories of Latinas. Paper 

presented at the 13th Annual Thinking Gender Conference, UCLA, Los Angeles, CA. 
 
Zarate, M. E. (2003, August). Wanted: Hard-working live-in maid who takes initiative and 

speaks English: Theorizing survival in the academy.  Paper presented at the MALCS 
Annual Summer Institute and Conference, San Antonio, TX. 

 
Zarate, E.  (2003, May). Making meaning of multiple identities: “I can’t really stick to just one”.  

Paper presented at the Third Annual UCLA Interdisciplinary Conference on Race, 
Ethnicity, and Immigration, Los Angeles, CA. 

 
Race Reading Group Participants. (2003, February). Theories and pedagogy of race. Paper presented at 

monthly IDEA luncheon.  University of California, Los Angeles, CA. 

BOOK REVIEWS 
Zarate, M. E. (2004). [Review of the book Black-Brown relations and stereotypes]. Aztlán, 29(2) 
 
Zarate, M.E. (2005). [Review of the book Chicano school failure and success: Past, present, and 
future]. Aztlán. 
 
COMMUNITY SERVICE 
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Member. (2007 - 2008). Advisory Committee for LA County Middle School report.  United Way 
of Los Angeles. 

 
Zarate, M.E. (2007, January). Keynote Speaker.  University of Houston, Victoria Campus GirlsÕ 

Academy Alumni Luncheon.  Victoria, TX 
 
Zarate, M.E. (2006, September). Panelist.  Increasing Postsecondary Educational Attainment: 

Access, Persistence, and Completion.  White House Initiative on Educational Excellence 
for Hispanic Americans.  Santa Ana, CA 

 
Zarate, M.E. (2006, August).  ÒPerceptions of Financial Aid among California Latino YouthÓ.  

Salle MaeÕs California Hispanic Advisory Committee Meeting.  Burbank, CA. 
 
Member. (2006 Ð 2007). Advisory Committee for the State of the County 2007 Report.  United 
Way of Los Angeles. 
 
Zarate, M.E. (2006, April). ÒTips to Success: Truths and Near TruthsÓ.  Keynote address at 

GirlsÕ Leadership Conference, University of Houston, Victoria, Victoria, TX 
 
Panelist.  (2005, November). Race and Education Panel Discussion.  Organized by RaCE 
Student Group.  University of Southern California. 
 
Member. (2005-2007). Financial Aid and Access Advisory Board.  Center for Higher Education 
Policy Analysis.  University of Southern California. 
 
Panelist. (2005, July). ÒEmerging Trends in College CounselingÓ The California Summer Institute.  
WACAC Counselor Tour. 
 
OTHER WORK EXPERIENCE 

Pharmaceutical Sales Consultant      1996 – 1998 
ZS ASSOCIATES, Evanston, IL       
 
Risk Management Intern           1995-1996 
Enron Capital & Trade Resources, Houston, TX 
 
Sales/Trading Intern         1995 
Salomon Brothers, INC, New York, NY 

 
RESEARCH INTERESTS 

College Access for Students of Color 
College Experiences of Students of Color 
Ethnic Identity among Latino/a youth 
High School experience for Latino/a youth 
High School College Advising/Counseling 
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LANGUAGES 
 Fluent in Spanish, and Portuguese 

Conversant in Italian 
 
REFERENCES 
Ronald Gallimore, Professor Emeritus 
Neuropsychiatric Institute/Graduate School of Education and Information Sciences 
University of California, Los Angeles 
Box 175919, 760 Westwood Plaza 
Los Angeles. CA 90095-1521 
(310) 428-5937 
ronaldg@ucla.edu 
 
Daniel Solorzano, Professor  
Graduate School of Education and Information Sciences 
University of California, Los Angeles 
Box 152104, 2320 Moore Hall 
Los Angeles, CA 90095-1521 
310-206-7855 
solorzano@gseis.ucla.edu 


