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SPANISH-SPEAKING LANGUAGE MINORITY LEARNERS: TOWARDS
MEASURING AND ACCELERATING ACADEMIC TRAJECTORIES

READING COMPREHENSION IS NON-NEGOTIABLE FOR ACADEMIC SUCCESS, YET HISTORICALLY
DISADVANTAGED AND EDUCATIONALLY UNDERSERVED GROUPS DISPROPORTIONALLY STRUGGLE
IN THIS IMPORTANT DOMAIN. ONE SUCH GROUP INCLUDES LANGUAGE MINORITY (LM) STU-
DENTS—STUDENTS FROM NON-NATIVE ENGLISH SPEAKING HOMES. LATINO LM LEARNERS FROM
SPANISH-SPEAKING HOMES REPRESENT THE LARGEST AND FASTEST GROWING SEGMENT OF THE
SCHOOL-AGE POPULATION (FRY & GONZALES, 2008; NCES, 2007) AND, FOR THE FIRST TIME IN U.S.
HISTORY, ARE THE LARGEST SINGLE GROUP OF CHILDREN GROWING UP IN POVERTY (LOPEZ & VE-
LASCO, 2011). THIS COLLOQUIUM WILL FEATURE A PROGRAM OF RESEARCH FOCUSED ON THIS
SPECIFIC POPULATION, NAMELY THEIR PATTERNS OF GROWTH IN KEY COMPONENT READING
SKILLS FROM PRESCHOOL THROUGH MIDDLE SCHOOL AND THE NEED FOR EARLY ORAL LANGUAGE
INTERVENTION AND EFFECTIVE MEASUREMENT BEGINNING PRIOR TO FORMAL SCHOOL ENTRY.
THE RESULTS INDICATE A STRIKING GAP BETWEEN STUDENTS’ DEVELOPMENT OF WORD READING
AND ORAL LANGUAGE SKILLS. SPECIFICALLY, WHILE THEIR RATES OF GROWTH AND OVERALL
ABILITY IN WORD READING WERE ON PAR WITH NATIONAL NORMS, STUDENTS’ ORAL LANGUAGE
SKILLS STARTED OUT BELOW NATIONAL NORMS AND THEIR RATES OF GROWTH, ALTHOUGH SUR-
PASSING THE NATIONAL RATES, WERE NOT SUFFICIENT TO REACH AGE-APPROPRIATE LEVELS. THE
NEED FOR TARGETED ORAL LANGUAGE INTERVENTIONS BEGINNING IN EARLY CHILDHOOD IS
CLEARLY UNDERSCORED. IN LIGHT OF THIS NEED, I WILL ALSO DISCUSS FINDINGS FROM RECENT-
LY COMPLETED MEASUREMENT WORK THAT INVESTIGATES THE UTILITY AND VALIDITY OF THE
SPANISH AND ENGLISH MACARTHUR BATES COMMUNICATIVE INVENTORIES FOR USE WITH LOW-
INCOME PARENTS AND THEIR 24-48 MONTH OLD CHILDREN. THE PARENT REPORT MEASURES WERE
POSITIVELY AND SIGNIFICANTLY ASSOCIATED WITH CONCURRENTLY ADMINISTERED DIRECT AS-
SESSMENTS OF CHILDREN’S VOCABULARY AND WERE FOUND TO HAVE UTILITY BEYOND THE AGE
RANGE FOR WHICH THEY WERE ORIGINALLY DESIGNED. THESE FINDINGS OFFER ONE POTENTIAL

SOLUTION FOR REGULARLY MONITORING VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT
FROM TODDLERHOOD THROUGH THE END OF THE PRESCHOOL PERIOD. THE UNIVERSITY OF

TAKEN TOGETHER, THIS PROGRAM OF RESEARCH—ANCHORED IN THE CALIFORNIA, IRVINE
DESCRIPTION OF NORMATIVE DEVELOPMENT IN KEY LANGUAGE AND
LITERACY SKILLS AND ON THE NEED FOR EARLY ORAL LANGUAGE Department of Education
MEASUREMENT IN THE SERVICE OF ALLOWING FOR TIMELY INSTRUC- 3200 Education Building
TIONAL INTERVENTIONS—IS A CRITICAL STEP TOWARDS ADVANCING Irvine, CA 92697-5500

EFFORTS AIMED AT PROMOTING THE ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT OF A
LARGE AND GROWING POPULATION.
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	Spanish-speaking Language Minority Learners: Towards Measuring and Accelerating Academic Trajectories 

	Reading comprehension is non-negotiable for academic success, yet historically disadvantaged and educationally underserved groups disproportionally struggle in this important domain.  One such group includes Language Minority (LM) students—students from non-native English speaking homes.  Latino LM learners from Spanish-speaking homes represent the largest and fastest growing segment of the school-age population (Fry & Gonzales, 2008; NCES, 2007) and, for the first time in U.S. history, are the largest single group of children growing up in poverty (Lopez & Velasco, 2011).  This colloquium will feature a program of research focused on this specific population, namely their patterns of growth in key component reading skills from preschool through middle school and the need for early oral language intervention and effective measurement beginning prior to formal school entry.  The results indicate a striking gap between students’ development of word reading and oral language skills.  Specifically, while their rates of growth and overall ability in word reading were on par with national norms, students’ oral language skills started out below national norms and their rates of growth, although surpassing the national rates, were not sufficient to reach age-appropriate levels.  The need for targeted oral language interventions beginning in early childhood is clearly underscored.  In light of this need, I will also discuss findings from recently completed measurement work that investigates the utility and validity of the Spanish and English MacArthur Bates Communicative Inventories for use with low-income parents and their 24-48 month old children.  The parent report measures were positively and significantly associated with concurrently administered direct assessments of children’s vocabulary and were found to have utility beyond the age range for which they were originally designed.  These findings offer one potential 

	solution for regularly monitoring vocabulary development from toddlerhood through the end of the preschool period.  Taken together, this program of research—anchored in the description of normative development in key language and literacy skills and on the need for early oral language measurement in the service of allowing for timely instructional interventions—is a critical step towards advancing efforts aimed at promoting the academic achievement of a large and growing population. 
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