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HOW CAN WE BEST STUDY THE IMPACT OF SOCIAL CONTEXT ON ADOLESCENT  
DEVELOPMENT? WHAT ROLE DO SOCIAL CONTEXTS PLAY IN THE BEHAVIORAL 
CHANGES COMMONLY ASSOCIATED WITH THE TRANSITION INTO ADOLESCENCE? OR 
FOR THAT MATTER WITH BEHAVIORAL CHANGES ASSOCIATED WITH ANY LIFE  
TRANSITIONS?  MORE BROADLY, HOW SHOULD WE STUDY THE ROLE OF SOCIAL  
CONTEXT IN HUMAN DEVELOPMENT?  IN THIS LECTURE, DR. ECCLES WILL BEGIN TO 
ADDRESS THESE QUESTIONS.  SHE WILL SUMMARIZE SOME OF THE CHANGES  
ASSOCIATED WITH THE TRANSITION INTO ADOLESCENCE AND THEN USE THESE 
CHANGES AS A PLATFORM FOR DISCUSSING THE ROLE OF SOCIAL CONTEXTS IN  
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT.  SHE WILL FOCUS ON THE THEORETICAL AND  
METHODOLOGICAL ISSUES INVOLVED IN ADEQUATELY STUDYING SOCIAL CONTEXTS 
AND DISCUSS THE MANY WAYS IN WHICH CURRENT APPROACHES TO STUDYING  
SOCIAL CONTEXTS FALL FAR SHORT OF WHAT IS NEEDED. 
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	Social Contexts and Adolescent Development

	How can we best study the impact of social context on adolescent 

	development? What role do social contexts play in the behavioral changes commonly associated with the transition into adolescence? Or for that matter with behavioral changes associated with any life 

	transitions?  More broadly, how should we study the role of social 

	context in human development?  In this lecture, Dr. Eccles will begin to address these questions.  She will summarize some of the changes 

	associated with the transition into adolescence and then use these changes as a platform for discussing the role of social contexts in 

	human development.  She will focus on the theoretical and 

	methodological issues involved in adequately studying social contexts and discuss the many ways in which current approaches to studying 

	social contexts fall far short of what is needed.
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