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In the United States growing numbers of linguistically diverse students need support to master both the 
content and the language of science. However, scientific language is fundamentally different from the 
everyday language that English Language Learners (ELLs) use in their daily lives. The distinctive gap 
between everyday language and scientific language often presents barriers to many ELLs’ science 
learning. This presentation describes research exploring two instructional approaches in technology-
enhanced instruction designed to support ELLs’ science learning. One approach involves teaching 
science in everyday language prior to introducing scientific language to improve ELLs’ integrated 
understanding of scientific phenomena. Another approach involves using computer simulation to help 
ELLs develop a better ability to use scientific language. 
 
 


