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The first phase of this mixed methods study involved documenting the contexts and conditions 
through which and 4th and 5th grade students in an ethnically and linguistically diverse Title I 

school acquired the skills and strategies needed for online reading comprehension. The 
second phase was a quantitative examination of learning outcomes. A pretest-posttest design 

was used to compare students’ scores on two measures, 1) a rubric scored Social Studies 
inquiry project and 2) a concept map task. Comparisons were made between students who 
received online reading comprehension instruction (in Phase I) and a control group who did 

not. 


