STUDENT NUMBER: ______________


2007 RUBRIC—CSU/UCI QUALIFYING PAPER

Directions: With guidance from the indictors, select one rating (of four) for each standard.  Provide comments as appropriate.

On the basis of the ratings and comments, form an overall holistic judgment about whether the paper merits a rating of PASS or NO PASS/REVISE.  In making this summary rating, consider primarily whether the candidate has demonstrated a skill level that indicates likely success in conducting and completing a dissertation.

	STANDARD
	RATING
	INDICATORS
	COMMENTS

	Theoretical Framework


	Outstanding

or

Acceptable
	· An excellent case is made for the significance of the topic/issue within a theoretical framework.

· Background theory is presented fairly with no obvious gaps or misrepresentations.

· The research problem/question is articulated in terms (concepts or variables) of the theoretical framework.
	

	
	Needs Work

or

Poor
	· The topic/issue is not presented within an appropriate theoretical framework.

· The theory cited is misrepresented, has serious gaps, or is thin or superficially presented.

· The research problem/question is presented in terms that have no clear reference to theory.
	

	Reasoning


	Outstanding

or

Acceptable
	· The flow of ideas is coherent.  One idea connects to another.  The argument as a whole makes sense.

· Ideas are presented precisely and analytically as appropriate.

· Larger patterns, trends, themes, and connections are identified when they exist.

· The student’s independent thinking is clearly evident.

· Claims are backed by evidence or reason.

· The paper’s conclusion integrates, interprets, or extends what was learned.
	

	
	Needs Work

or

Poor
	· The sequence of ideas is scattered and hard to follow.

· Ideas, concepts, and claims are vague.

· It’s hard to find the “big picture.”

· The student shows little or no evidence of independent critical appraisal or thinking.

· Claims are made with little or no backing.
	


	STANDARD
	RATING
	INDICATORS
	COMMENTS

	Writing Quality


	Outstanding

or

Acceptable
	· Language is used skillfully to communicate complex ideas clearly.

· Writing quality is polished.

· Transitions/connections in the paper are logical and smooth.  They help the reader.

· The writing is engaging and lively.
	

	
	Needs Work

or

Poor
	· The writing gets in the way of communication by the writer and understanding by the reader.

· The writing quality feels unfinished and reads like an early draft.

· Transitions between sentences, paragraphs, and sentences are poor or confusing.

· The referents of pronouns are sometimes hard to determine.

· There are recurrent errors of syntax, style, spelling, or punctuation.  The presentation is sloppy.
	

	Scholarly Style


	Outstanding

or

Acceptable
	· Current APA style guidelines are followed consistently both in the body of the paper and in the reference list.

· The organization of the paper is clear and effectively organized by headings and subheadings.

· The ideas of other scholars are consistently credited by appropriate citations.

· Quotations are presented in the proper format and are not overused.

· A scholarly voice is projected.
	

	
	Needs Work

or

Poor
	· APA style guidelines are ignored or are used inconsistently.

· The paper is not satisfactorily organized by headings and subheadings. 

· The ideas of other scholars are not appropriately credited by use of citations, or are misrepresented.

· Direct quotations are overused or are improperly cited.

· The writing style is not scholarly in tone.
	


	OVERALL RATING
	SUMMARY COMMENTS

	PASS

Or

NO PASS/REVISE


	


